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Child undernutrition: perspectives of coherence of nutrition, health, livelihoods and planning in Kenya (suggested title)

“Health and social sector planners do not take sufficient account of the social determinants of health when seeking to improve nutritional and health outcomes. Through relevant literature reviews and a case study from Kenya, the presentation will examine the link between use of participatory educational processes to promote social cohesion and the reduction in child under-nutrition, and it will indentify factors at local and national levels that helped or hindered nutritional and health outcomes. It will also expose the way in which social and public health planners are still neglecting the interface of social dimension and health and nutritional outcomes. Finally, the presentation draws out lessons learned for further development and improvement of health and social sector policies. One question is asked; “are health and social sectors planners being adequately exposed and trained to effectively respond to the root causes of ill-health and poor nutrition?” Perhaps a wholesale re-tooling of the public health work-force is needed that can balance the individualistic biomedical and economic view of the world with a collective, social justice focus that include perspectives of communities and social structures”.

