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Abstract

Due to poverty due to poor subsistence economy, the people in rural Tanzania live by making delicate choices between household survival and their children education. Children, in particular girls are the most affected in this regard. Girls are key in household survival. They are therefore overworked, overburdened, and are sometime forced to drop out of school or compromise their performance and are sometime forced into early marriage.  This practice is widely condemned as 'child abuse' and denial of 'education right' for the girl child. For this reason the rural poor communities are described as irrational, and socially biased against the girl child. But do the poor households have choices to make? Are the parents so irrational and illogical to girl child education? This article examines girls’ participation in commodity production and its influence on household survival and girls' education. The article is based on a study on pottery production among Kisi households in South West Tanzania.  It shows the importance of participation in commodity production in particular the production of pots by girls as an important factor for the survival of Kisi society. The article demonstrates further that age is as well an essential factor in household survival strategy. It points out that the young; both male and female are the most productive ones in Ukisi. Females, the study describes are more advantaged in both pot producing and non producing areas, because they do not move away from home as is the case for men who travels away from home in search for good fishing ground. The article concludes that girls play important role to household survival, and that by so doing the delicate balance and choice for or against girl education is made. 
Introduction 

The story of a Kisi who crossed Lake Nyasa to Malawi in search of cassava is a well-known story among Tanzanians. While the story in primary school English books is well known, very little is however known about the Kisi people. The story aimed in particular at revealing the Kisi water based life, their mastery and courage.  It depicted the reality of the Kisi society. The Kisi are people well known for their fishing and pot making activities. Men engage in fishing and, women given geographical limitations in the area are also knowledgeable of the lake and water life. Kisi women are generally skilled dug out canoe paddlers, with mastery in water transport. In addition there are no rigid rules that bar women from handling fishing instruments in Ukisi as is the case of other Lake Nyasa groups, the Manda, Mpoto and Mwera. . 

Kisi women are for many years reckoned as pot makers. Pot making is a domestic activity and played a secondary role in the economy. Pots produced were for domestic use (see Fig I) and few were exchanged with the Kinga, Nyakyusa and Pangwa.
 Some of the pots were also bartered across the lake to Malawi for the same purpose. This situation continued up to early 1980s when major changes transformed this socio-economic set up. Three factors were behind this historical change. Firstly, the government liberalized the country's economy in 1986. This replaced the state based socialist and "ujamaa" policies. This encouraged monetization because commercial activities that accompanied liberalization speeded up percolation of goods and money in the countryside. In Ukisi, this shift in policy made consumer goods available for sale in the area. The flow of previously scarce consumer goods such as sugar, soap, clothes, salt, cooking oil, and paraffin in the area, put pressure on Kisi households, just as was the case for the European feudal lord during the transition, to look for ways to raise their incomes. Households were thus pressurized to produce goods that could be sold for money at the market and they thus turned their attention toward selling fish and pots. This process partly accounts for the historical qualitative transformation of pots and fish into commodity.
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Fig I: Old Type of Pots: Ingumbe for Storage (Grain, Water, Local Liquor – Pombe) 

Secondly, while liberalization brought commercialization and demands for money, incomes from fishing declined but the prices of fishing gear increased. 1980s reports of the Fisheries Department show that fishing activities declined in Ukisi.
 The number of fishermen in Lake Nyasa generally declined between 1983 and 1989 from 6144 to 5499, and in Ukisi from 2230 fishermen to 1132.
 The number of gillnets in Lake Nyasa declined from 12416 in 1984 to 10026 in 1989.
 In terms of income, the per annum value of fish remained stagnantly below Tshs. 300/=. On average the income in Ukisi varied from Tshs. 275.4 in 1989 at Kirondo and Tshs.288.5 in 1992 at Makonde.
 Along the northern section of Ukisi pottery also became the main source of income.
Thirdly, introduction of Lake Steamers in Lake Nyasa by the government of Tanzania in the early 1980s facilitated transportation and opened the area to market forces, new tastes and demands for goods by men, women and children. This led to the demand for more incomes. Since fishing could not provide enough income, new strategies for income generation and of living became historical necessary.

Struggle for survival and existence is in history the first fundamental act of man. Man acts first to produce his basic needs so as to survive. Through this quest man make history through social relations, interaction with others and with nature. For the Kisi people, out of historical necessity members of household regardless of their age and gender distinction became involved in income generating activities. Declining male incomes in fishing affected men and women, children and adults. This was complicated by the fact that structural adjustment programmes pursued by the government reduced government spending in social services, in particular it affected education and health system. School and medical fees were introduced. Kisi households found life difficult and were consequently forced to find ways to obtain money and pay social services. The pressure for money, in a situation of declining male incomes, called for individual and collective effort within Kisi households. Members of the household became active commodity producers. Men continued to stagger and struggle within fishing activities, and women and the youths were forced into activities that would raise incomes for the survival of the household. 
Thus, in the wake of male declining incomes, the alternative was the opening up of economic and labour space. This diversification of economic space for the purpose of tapping incomes, demand involvement of labour within the household and consequently the consolidation of commodity production and gender or age specific tasks. Men and women, husbands and wives, children and dependants had to be involved, not because the head of the household was forcing them to do so, but more often out of historical necessity, to fulfill both personal as well as collective needs.

Admittedly, as a result of this process, Ukisi women, children and youth based activities were drawn to the fore front in income generation as male based fishing incomes declined. Kisi households depended mainly on the women, mainly girl based pot production, and girl based petty businesses.
 The pressure for money, transformed the pre-existing household economic and social relations. Struggles for survival brought women, the youth and children actively in the household income generating activities.  Women and children participation in informal sector, or engaging in petty trading activities is one of the contemporary feature of capitalist societies. They did so because of decline in male income and to assist raise household incomes so as to cushion the impact of structural adjustment and growing poverty.

Problem Stated

One clear thing is that, household survival is, as always has been a case in history, a concern to all members of the household, either in their collective or individual spirit, and is not a concern of a single patriarchal authority. Household relations and decision making process is in this regard not only complex and contradictory process, but also non monopolistic, pluralistic and negotiable. Age and gender factor which are important in the household income generation, are also reflected in household decision making, negotiations and relations. Increasingly subsistence depends on the combined activities of wives, husbands, children and other household members, who sometime retain individual control of the proceeds for many of these activities.

In Ukisi this situation is demonstrated much more clearly in the pot producing section. Pottery had since late 1980s become the principal economic activity in northern Ukisi.
 Commodification made pots significant items for sell. Kisi households engage in pot production on a scale previously unknown in the area. On average between 3000 and 10,000 pots are brought on a weekly basis at the "liulilo" market at Matema (see Figures II - IV).
 In Ikombe village and Lumbira ward 90% of the households depend on pottery for their survival and for their incomes.
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Fig II: The Matema Market – North end of Lake Nyasa, Kyela District

As is in other parts of Tanzania, this reflects that consolidation of exchange relations and decline in male incomes puts pressure on children and women. In Ukisi, both pot producing and non pot producing sections the pressure is more on girls. Over 60% of the potters are girls and women in early stages of their married life. Their average age is between ages 5 and 29 years. This raises a number of questions about Kisi household incomes and on the role of the girls. They are assets to their households because their age and gender are important factors for household income generation.   Compared to other sections of women population they have a number of advantages, first, their physical ability and dexterity enable them to produce most of the pots that are sold by the Wakisi at the market. In addition, they are quite innovative and flexible as demanded by the competitive market. Girls adapt easily to new types of pots that are usually demanded by the market. They therefore capable of making pots that are required by the market.  
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Fig III: Sold out Pots at Matema Market
Second, their ability to work fast is an important factor in the pot making venture. Speed in making pots is an important factor because there are three days of the week between Monday and Thursday for pot making. The market is held between Friday and Saturday. Thus the number of girls in the household is an important factor in household income generation. Unlike older potters, girls’ are also able to paddle and travel in dug out canoes to Matema market, as well as search for clay along mountain slopes. In the end they influence income differentials among Wakisi households.
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Fig IV: Pot Stockpiles at the Matema Market Day
This on the other hand makes girls a disadvantaged section of population. Their active participation in commodity production forces girls to spend much of their time on pot production. In the end they are not just overworked, but their school performance and attendance is also affected. In the final analysis they drop out of the school system and get married. This tie girl deeply to the traditional domestic roles. Thus, commodification of pottery, much as it empowers girls and women in the context of household income generation versus boys and men, it also operates against them.
The changes therefore raise a number of questions concerning dynamics, contradictions and power relations that developed as a result.  Situating power relations in the household, more specifically locating decision making process and analyzing household relations between women and girls; men and women; and girls and boys informs about the position of girls. Consequently, this study analyzed the impact of commodification to the household production, more important the extent to which this process affect Kisi girls' socio-economic position. 

In view of this the study has two specific objectives, first to analyze how commodification consolidates girls and women socio-economic position in Kisi household and second the extent to which commodity production impacted girls' position. In particular this study analyzes the extent to which commodity production influence girls’ choice between education and pot making. Three important questions are dealt by this study. First the extent to which commodification of pots influence girls participation in household economy; second how girls participation in pottery enterprise affect their school performance and finally third, girls choice and priority setting between pottery business and education.

 Theoretical Framework

 The transformation of Africa's rural household production, specifically how commodification enhances the position and condition of unpaid labour, more importantly women and the youth, is by and large linked with integration in international capitalist system. Analysis concerning this process thus requires historical investigation of the changes experienced by the household in view of the various phases of capitalist accumulation. The experiences of colonial, post colonial and neo colonial processes are extremely important.
 The impact of capitalist accumulation processes in each of the phases largely explains the changes that took place in pre capitalist households.

Discussions concerning the changes and character of the present social formation have centred around three positions namely; first G. Hyden argue that the peasantry is largely uncaptured.
 Second, scholars, such as Hamza Alavi argue that households have transformed from colonial to post colonial mode,
 and third those who argue on the basis of the articulation of modes that households have combined features of pre capitalism and capitalism.
 While the discussions were influenced by the Marxist debates, they are of significant conceptual value today pertaining the question of commodity production. The most significant lesson from the debate was its insistence on historicizing processes from which we borrowed the idea that since integration in international capitalist system African households have never remained the same. They have changed in view of internal dynamisms as well as by adapting themselves to changes and external influences. Changes that African households (and communities) experience as a result can be grasped by historicizing the household, as a site characterized by multiple economic, historic, demographic, geographic and social relations. Household in this regard are not simply social units, but are as well historical, demographic, economic and geographical unit.

Consolidation of exchange relation brings fundamental changes to the households. How the changes take place and the way the household as a socio-economic and demographic unit responds to the changes is a historical question. Obviously it is not the male so regarded as the household head alone who responds to the changes. Commoditization is the first and foremost social transformation that brings change to the life process, from a subsistence to exchange logic. Its impact is thus broad, generalized and multifaceted. Men and women, adults and children are affected. The responses might be varied, there is however no passive and active response but individual or collective reaction. Some specifics biological and social qualities such as gender and age are as well important so long as are historicized. This approach is an appropriate one than the impact model that focus on man alone as the centre of household,
 which as Mbilinyi argues, tend to reproduce women as victim idiom that portrays women as completely subordinated, propertyless and powerless which distorts the complex and dynamic relations that exist within the household, family and community.
 By analyzing the dynamic actions of women and men in their context as producers, as well as by locating their relations in a broader framework of capitalist accumulation as reflected by the consolidation of commodity production, age and gender based relations could easily be revealed.
 This is also true for the Wakisi. 
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Fig V: Adaptability to the Market: New Types of Pots – ‘vya mapambo’, ‘ndelele’, ‘sufuria’.
Studies on the Kisi people and pottery are very few. The Kisi are among the oldest inhabitants of Lake Nyasa and their pottery dates to the first millennium AD.
 Presence of pottery in the area was first described by Thomson who visited the area in 1878.
 He described it as a highly developed feminine activity. And that pots produced at the time were chiefly ‘pombe’ pots (see Fig I).
 Later, in the late 1970s Waane concluded that the Kisi made pots for their own domestic use and for sale for cash or were bartered for food.
 He also concluded that the number of pots made per day depended on the type of pot, age of woman or girl, and the number of young daughters in a family.
 He observed that young girls were in actual fact more productive than older ones.

Age and girls factor were not pursued by Waane. His interest was on the archaeological dimension rather than social relations. 1996 study established the transformation of pottery enterprise toward exchange logic.
 A follow-up study in 1997 concluded that pottery and women contributed highly to the household income.
 A number of conclusions emerged from studies in Ukisi. First, concerning the survival of pottery enterprise, the studies as was in Omari’s case of the Pare, revealed that this was due to the enterprise's social character and ability to adapt.
 (see Fig V) Second, concerning the contribution of girls to the household economy, studies revealed that girls were the most productive pot producers. This study addressed further this question. 
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Fig VI: The means of transport
Methodology

Historical and participatory survey methods were the main research methodology and techniques used in this study. Three processes sum up the historical method, first the collection of primary and secondary data both oral and written, second a critical content analysis and interpretation of the evidence and third organizing and explaining the evidence. The study used participatory survey method and in depth data collection in the area of research.
The study divided the area into three zones so as to capture the geographic, economic and administrative distinction of Ukisi. The zones were pottery zone mainly Ikombe village in Kyela district; the mixed pottery and fishing, that is  Lumbira ward in Ludewa district, and the mixed fishing and agriculture, that is Lupingu ward in Ludewa district (see Map I).  In each of the zone the sample population was 10% of the village household, 20% of school pupil between class V and VII, the head teacher questionnaire in each school and focused group discussion in selected village, and potters i.e. 10% of the household women in pot making village. The sum total of the sampled population is provided in Table I. 
	Category of Respondents
	Village or Ward
	TOTAL

	
	Ikombe
	Lumbira
	Lupingu
	

	Household
	30
	30
	50
	110

	School Pupils
	20
	20
	40
	80

	Head teachers
	1
	2
	2
	5

	Discussion group
	20
	20
	20
	60

	Potters
	30
	30
	0
	60

	TOTAL
	101
	102
	112
	315


Table I: Population Sample
The limitation of the study was the in-built biases that are a residue or hangover of previous studies, and second it has been difficult to establish household expenditure among the Wakisi. Finally inaccessibility of the area made traveling very difficult and thus it was impossible to connect the whole area at once, see Fig VII.
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Fig VII: Ukisi Topography
Historical Dimensions of the Wakisi Social and Economic Situation
Many studies have tried to demonstrate the social and economic significance of women and girl child. Studies have often shown the socio-economic significance of women and the girl child, and have argued that women beside being mothers (child bearing role) they are also the main workers and producers of both income and food in the household.
 Incomes obtained by women are well spent for household and it is also argued that the girl child is the most overworked.
 This situation of the girl child has consolidated especially with the growing impoverishment of the households, decline in male income and intensification of commodity relation.
 Such a situation was in actual fact what happened in Ukisi, and the study wanted to explore whether this has influence on girls social position.
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Fig VIIII: Food Items sold at Matema Market and Type of Pots at the Market 
How the Kisi were therefore able to do so was therefore the concern of the study. That is how they mobilized and integrated their human resources and economic resources at both household and clan level for their survival was the issue of my concern. Girls, on the basis of this, were therefore treated as the key human resource, because of their position in the economic dynamics which influences the Kisi survival today. This link has become much more important   with the consolidation of commodity production.

What the Kisi are doing, and which this study was much more concerned with was to show how the Kisi utilized and balanced flexibly as pressurized by historical circumstances their human resources. By mobilizing these resources they had manipulated their economic and geographical disadvantage into advantage for survival. The gender based fishing and pottery activities expresses and is as well intended to mobilize human labour and appropriate the economic opportunities for their own survival. Economic shift which favour pottery at the current conjuncture reflect only a historical change. This, historical situation, has however as a consequence, made girls a useful and valuable human resource.

Girls in this regard are a valuable economic asset. Their usefulness and value is not limited to economics. The survival of the Kisi depends much more on the girls socially. This approach as stated above presuppose the presence of boys, women and men and that they dialectically and socially integrate with girls as human resources and that all of them work for the common interest of the survival of their community i.e. the household, and more importantly the clan which is the most basic unit.

Kisi Households: Girls as Producers and Assets

It has been pointed that age and gender were important factors in the Kisi economy. Girls in this case are key pot producers, petty business and agricultural workers (see Fig. IX). This study underscored this position of girls as reflecting their economic value as well as their significance in the Kisi community. Admittedly, much of Kisi household expenditures in Ikombe and Lumbira depended on income obtained from girls pottery activity (see Table II). Though parents argued that they felt embarrassed because they borrowed money from their daughters, on the other hand they admitted that they have no other alternative. It was a necessary option to make ends meet in the household.
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Fig IX: Kisi Girl Potters: Girls Making Pots
Girl’s value as assets is not just economic in the sense of raising income, but also social. It was revealed during discussions that lack of money made males and boys more migratory. They spend more time far away from home in search of money in particular by engaging in fishing activity. This as a result puts more pressure on girls. Girls take care of parents as well as the clan and household land. In a number of occasions, it was revealed that boys and men decided to settle far away from home mostly in Ruekehi division in Mbinga district and Mtera in Dodoma region. These combined expectations of the Kisi community on the economic and social value of girls confirmed that they were assets. 

Confirming whether girls were an asset was one of the aims of the study. By asset the study had a simple definition in mind, that of something useful and valuable. In this case girls role and contribution in the production and reproduction, or simply survival of their households was very useful and valuable resources, and therefore they constituted an important aspect of social capital. The term social capital as used here refers to human resources.  The issue of social capital has been effectively dealt by development studies. Lundvall is of the opinion that social capital is intangible and less reproducible resource.
 Studies on economic development suggest that social capital is the main factor which account largely for the economic growth in the low -tech states.
 Their strong economic growth has been attributed on their high degree of mobilization of human resources.

Mobilization of human resource is an important aspect for economic success in Ukisi given their geographical disadvantaged and economic limitations. Because of these factors, and with the declining male income from fishing economy, the Kisi household survival had to depend on proper utilization and cohesion of its family labour, and by maintaining a high degree of social integration and by diversifying their activities. By engaging all members regardless of their age and sex, the Wakisi people are able to expand and tape various economic opportunities available within their geographical space. The increased girls’ participation in commodity production reflected this process.

How the Kisi were able to do so i.e. to mobilize and integrate their human resources in this case the girls as part of family labour and an economic resource in pot making for household survival was the main concern of the study. Girls, on the basis of this, were a key human resource because their role in commodity production influenced household economy. The historically constructed economic circumstances in particular the economic shift toward the predominance in the contribution of pottery in the household economy resulted into making girls a useful and the most valuable human resource. Girls in this regard are an asset. The study sought to investigate this situation among the Kisi girls by assessing the girls usefulness socially and economically, and how it enabled their economic and social empowerment.
Socially the study established that the survival of the Kisi depended on the girls. Girls were the custodians of the clan land. Men and boys were constantly away from home; consequently they maintained the clan compound. In addition girls accounted for the clan biological reproduction. Besides the social role, girls’ role in the Kisi household economic survival was unquestionable. For this reason the study attempted a comparative analysis on the contribution of male and female based economic activities to household income. Table II below clearly show the significance of female based pottery production. In addition the findings for Ikombe and Lumbira, the main pot producing sections in Ukisi showed clearly that the households depend largely on female based pottery activity. In addition they depend mostly on the girls and young women who are the most active and productive potters. In the case of Lupingu their contribution was as well quite significant. They did this through petty business and in agricultural activities.

	Activity
	Ikombe
	Lumbira
	Lupingu
	Total

	Agriculture
	0
	0
	25
	25

	Fishing
	5
	8
	21
	34

	Pottery
	26
	21
	0
	47

	Animal Husbandry
	0
	0
	1
	1

	Petty Business
	1
	1
	3
	5

	Total
	30
	30
	50
	110






Table II: Sources of Household Income
The role of girls and young women in their early years of marriage (ages 10 - 29) in the economic survival of the Kisi households is indisputably certain. However, the amount of income depended on five closely related factors: the number of girls or females able to make pots in the household, the number of pots they could make per day, the number of days they spent in making pots, the type of pots they made and the price of pots at the market. The majority of the households had between 1-3 girls who made pots on average of three to five days in a week between Sunday and Thursday. See Fig IX.  
Whether the girls and women contribution to household income economically empowered them and was translated in social relation is an important question. Female pot makers were therefore asked whether they can take charge of their lives independent of men. The findings showed that 83.3% of the potters were of the opinion that they were economically empowered and they may live independent of men. In addition 51.6% of the parents and household heads (both men and women) in the pot producing section wanted their pot making girls and daughters to remain and stay at home and make pots instead of getting married, (see Table III below). The differences between Ikombe and Lumbira have to be explained on the impact of proximity to the market and its impact on income. The impact of girls’ pottery income is higher in Ikombe than Lumbira because of the fact that Ikombe is very close to Matema market and therefore the people of Ikombe frequently and on a weekly basis sell their pots at the market. 

	Response
	Ikombe
	Lumbira
	Total

	
	Frequency
	%
	Frequency
	%
	Frequency
	%

	Make pots at home
	18
	60
	13
	43.3
	31
	51.6

	Get married
	9
	30
	16
	53.3
	25
	41.6

	NR
	3
	10
	1
	3.3
	4
	6.6

	TOTAL
	30
	100
	30
	100
	60
	100


Table III: Parents Choice on their Daughters Future
In view of the parents’ opinion, the study also sought to establish heads of the households rating between making pots and their girls’ education after they complete their primary education. The findings are revealed in Table IV that parents were more interested in the education of their daughters. Parents in Ikombe are however less interested than those in Lumbira and the non pot producing village, Lupingu. 53.4% of parents at Ikombe were in favour of their daughters getting married or engaging themselves in income generating activities.  

	Response
	Ikombe
	Lumbira
	Lupingu
	Total

	
	Frequency
	%
	Frequency
	%
	Frequency
	%
	Frequency
	%

	continue studies
	14
	46.6
	25
	83.3
	36
	72
	75
	68.2

	get married
	8
	26.7
	2
	6.7
	10
	20
	20
	18.2

	engage in pottery/ business
	8
	26.7
	1
	3.3
	2
	4
	11
	10

	others
	-
	-
	1
	3.3
	-
	-
	1
	0.9

	NR
	-
	-
	1
	3.3
	2
	4
	3
	2.7

	TOTAL
	30
	100
	30
	100
	50
	100
	110
	100


Table IV: Daughters Post Primary Education
Generally economic considerations are significantly reflected in most responses and did influence day to day social relations and decision making in the Kisi household. Among the girl pot makers mostly pupils it was revealed that it was economic necessities rather than the parents which forced the girls to engage in pot production, Table V below. 

	Reasons
	Ikombe
	Lumbira
	Total

	
	Frequency
	%
	Frequency
	%
	Frequency
	%

	forced by father
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	forced by mother
	0
	0
	5
	25
	5
	12.5

	forced by parents 
	0
	0
	1
	5
	1
	2.5

	get income
	20
	100
	20
	100
	40
	100

	part of traditional role
	19
	95
	19
	95
	38
	95

	assist parents
	19
	95
	20
	100
	39
	97.5

	proud to be a potter
	17
	85
	17
	85
	34
	85

	parents have no other sources of income
	0
	0
	16
	80
	16
	40

	pay for my education needs
	20
	100
	20
	100
	40
	100

	buy basic my needs
	7
	35
	0
	100
	7
	17.5

	buy my clothes
	8
	40
	1
	5
	9
	22.5


Table V: Girls Reasons for Engaging in Pottery

The findings further revealed that girls also engage in pot production as part of their traditional craft. They are proud about it, and that a Kisi woman is incomplete if she can not make pots. It was also revealed that most of the girls paid their school fees and that of their brothers from the money obtained from selling pots. This was admitted and confirmed by parents and school head teachers in three primary schools.
 Pot production is therefore an engine of household development. Decisions made on income accrued from selling of pots were a key factor that influenced household advancement. In the context of this framework the study also sought to understand the decision making process, in particular whether the girls had decision about the money they got from selling pots.  
The result revealed that 60% of the potters claimed that they made decision on how to spend the money they got. The degree of decision making varied between Ikombe and Lumbira; 70% of the potters at Ikombe suggested that the decisions were their own, and 50% at Lumbira supported this suggestion. In other words the degree of independence is higher in Ikombe than Lumbira. Exposure to commodity production, the market and exchange relation had impact on the difference. For this reason, the study also sought to find out the rating of economic contribution of girls to the Kisi household survival between the various household and villages. In the same context the study investigated the household heads opinion concerning how they compare the contribution of daughters and sons. The findings about this question are revealed in Table VI below.

	Category
	Ikombe
	Lumbira
	Total

	
	frequency
	%
	frequency
	%
	frequency
	%

	daughter  
	11
	36.7
	20
	66.7
	31
	51.7

	son
	2
	6.7
	2
	6.7
	4
	6.7

	Both
	16
	53.3
	6
	20
	22
	36.7

	NR
	1
	3.3
	2
	6.6
	3
	5

	TOTAL
	30
	100
	30
	100
	60
	100


Table VI: Economic Significance by Sex of the Child
The findings revealed that 51.7% of the household heads were of the opinion that girls’ economic contribution was much more important than that of the boys. Household heads at Ikombe were more convinced that both boys and girls are significantly important. This finding contradicts previous argument on proximity to the market. As to why this is so, the same explanation seem more convincing. Lumbira is more vulnerable, the area is not rich in fishing. The males move away from the villages, and they are therefore both weak economically and absent from home. Thus though the people of Lumbira are far away from the market (4 - 6 hours), pottery is still the main source of income. Ikombe village is very close to the rich fishing grounds at Matema, the Lufyilio, Mbaka, Kiwira and Songwe rivers. What they get from fishing though seasonal has immediately impact at home. In addition boys don’t stay away from home for long time, and in fact they help girls and women in a number of activities in pot production. In addition they support their female counterparts in the transportation of the pots to the markets (see Fig IV) and ferrying the women population back home from the markets in the three market days from Thursday to Saturday. The combined effect of these two is reflected in the opinion of the household heads that both girls and boys are of the same economic significance.

In conclusion, the study revealed that girls were important assets among the Kisi households. Their socio-economic significance is fundamentally pegged on their contribution to the clan socio-economic and reproduction needs.  In addition the girls' economic significance has been consolidated by the fact of commodification of pottery and the decline of male income from fishing activity. Girl’s income from both pottery and petty businesses is the main regular and reliable source of income that helped the Kisi household solve most of its subsistence needs. Also, comparatively Kisi girls household support is much more felt that than of the boys. Finally economic considerations are more reflected in the day to day relations, decision making process, choices and opinions made by the Kisi people.  

Pottery and Marginalization: Pottery and Investing in Education.

Education has been described is an important means of empowering women with the knowledge, skills and self confidence necessary for their participation in development process.
. Education has many significances in women and girls lives: it helps contributes to the postponement of age of marriage, reduction in size of families, enables women to respond to opportunities, to challenge their traditional roles and to change their life circumstances.
 While education is essential for both boys and girls, the benefits of educating girls tend to be greater.
 Female education has significant impact on poverty reduction and on the promotion of sustainable development.
 
Important as it is, a number of factors impede and operate against women education especially in the rural areas. Some of the factors that act against women education include parental attitudes, cultural practices, traditional roles and too much household work. This is quite true for Tanzania.  Girls’ primary enrolment is 49.3% as compared to 50.7% for the boys. The inequality is quite vivid in secondary education where girls have lower enrolment compared to boys especially in public schools.
 While education remains the only means for preparing leaders, it is as well true that we cannot address gender imbalance in politics or in the civil service without first dealing with the question of education for women.

One of the constraints that act against women education in both rural and urban Tanzania is poverty that engulfs households. To escape from poverty, households embarks on diversified survival strategies by opening up more economic activities that consequently calls for drawing family labour. For this reason, children and women, especially girls become key players and a source of household labour. They play a major role in commodity production for household survival. In such a situation whereby poor families are caught between balancing their survival and education for their children, investing in the long term venture such as education is considered irrational. Survival is to most of them immediate and therefore the best investment.  Members of the household react by engaging  in commodity production and in search for money. This affects education of the children. The Kisi is one of the cases. Intense participation of girls in commodity production (in this case pottery) has impact on their education. The study therefore addressed this question. In particular it sought to find out girls enrolment, attendance and academic performance as compared to those of boys. The study main premise was that compared to boys the girls overall enrolment, attendance, and performance would be poor, and that parents attitudes would operate negatively against girls advancement. This situation would in the final analysis marginalize girls and cancel out their position as an asset.

The findings from five schools i.e. Ikombe, Lumbira, Chanjale, Lupingu and Nkwimbili Primary Schools statistics revealed interesting results. First concerning enrolment, 53% of the pupils enrolled were boys. The situation is far worse in the pot producing areas (Ikombe and Lumbira) than the fishing (Chanjale, Lupingu) and agricultural zone (Nkwimbili). At Ikombe the girls constitute only 34.4% of the student population, at Lumbira 45.1%, Chanjale 52.4%, Lupingu 51.9% and at Nkwimbili 49.8%. There is therefore strong relationship between economic activity and girls’ school enrolment. Pot making areas operate against girls’ enrolment, while fishing hinders boys’ enrolment and agriculture seem to affect both genders equally.
As for the drop out, the study found out that it mostly affected boys. Boys constituted 54.2% of the drop out mostly at Ikombe and Nkwimbili primary schools. While drop outs are significant, the study reveals clearly that it is not related to pottery activity as it does affect boys more than girls. Though drop out also cuts across economic activities, it mostly affect boys because they engage in fishing activity which tends to be migratory. For this reason engaging in pottery help girls make advancement in education. School girls interviewed at Ikombe and Lumbira indicated that engaging in pottery helped them buy their school uniforms and pay for their fees. Admittedly, pottery helps girls to continue with their studies at school. In addition, parents admit that income accrued from girls’ pot making activities enabled them meet school expenses for their school children. In other words there is strong correlation between engaging in pottery, lack of drop out among girls and girls schooling life in Ukisi. Engaging in pottery enhances the chances for the Kisi girl to complete her primary education.
Finally as for performance the study found out that there is close link between pot production and girls’ low performance. In measuring performance the study used selection to secondary education as the only criteria. On the basis of this, boys perform better than girls. 65.4% of those selected to join secondary education were boys compared to34.6% for girl. In the pot producing Ikombe village, no girl was selected to join secondary education from 1980 to 1997. At another pot producing village Lumbira, 73.3% of those who were selected to join secondary education were boys and only 26.7% were girls. Chanjale is the only school that has a balanced result between boys and girls. At Lupingu the situation is in favour of boys. 67.5% of those selected were boys and 32.5% girls. Finally at Nkwimbili the only student selected for secondary education was a girl. Poor girls’ performance in the pot producing areas is a result of being overworked. Throughout the year girls spend more time than boys in making pots. This thus gives them little chance and time to read. When 20 students were asked at Ikombe about who does more work at home, 90% argued it was girls; at Lumbira 70% also indicated the same; 60% at Lupingu were girls and at Nkwimbili 61.9% agreed that it was girls. 
Empowerment: Parental Attitude and Decision Making.

Ideologies, attitudes, traditional culture and roles that perpetuate gender based divisions have been viewed among institutions that mediate for women's low status. The socio-cultural and ideological beliefs and values shape the way people relate, interact, behave and live. Patriarchy and its related image of women as a weaker sex is one of the ideology that is described to be behind perpetuation of women low status, conservatism and women's lack of decision making. It is stated that:

...many customs discriminate against women whose menial roles are taken for granted and never rewarded even where one excels and deserves recognition. Right to ownership and control over resources and decision making are based on customs which relegate women to inferior status...

In view of this, the study investigated the extent to which Kisi girls active participation (as key commodity producers of pottery) have been subordinated to the conventional ideologies as second class members of the community. The study thus examined; parent views on their daughters and the views of children (girls) themselves on three issues: their priorities (girls/daughter) of life; decision making on what they (girls) do; and decision making on what they (girls) produce.

Concerning priorities of life, both the household survey and the school girl questionnaire the study sought responses from the respondents concerning what the girls intended to do after their primary education. Table VII below provides a summary of the responses of parents (30-50 from each village) and pupils (20 girls for each school) on preferences on what girls should do after completing primary education.
	 

 

 

 
	PARENTS
	GIRLS

	
	Ikombe
	Lumbira
	Lupingu
	Ikombe
	Lumbira
	Lupingu

	No. of Respondents
	30
	30
	50
	20
	20
	20

	Priority
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	To continue with studies (education)
	46.7
	83
	72
	95
	85
	75

	Get married after Std. VII
	26.7
	6.6
	20
	100
	10
	0

	Engage in income generating activities
	20
	3.3
	4
	100
	15
	60


Table VII: Priorities after primary education in percentages (%)
Generally the study found out that both parents and girls are interested in education than their girls’ marriage. Except in Ikombe where parents are less enthusiastic about girls education, in the rest of the villages priority on education is more than obvious.         
Concerning decision making on what they (girls) do, the study sought to find out from the girls and from the other women potters whether engaging in pottery was out of their wish or was a forced option directly or indirectly. Table VIII below indicate results from the study.

	Responses on the question 'are you forced to engage in pottery?'
	IKOMBE
	LUMBIRA
	TOTAL

	
	Frequency
	%
	Frequency
	%
	Frequency
	%

	YES 
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	NO
	27
	90
	30
	100
	57
	95

	NO RESPONSE - NR
	3
	10
	0
	0
	3
	5

	TOTAL
	30
	100
	30
	100
	60
	100


Table VIII: Decision Making on Labour Process in Ukisi

As shown in Table VIII the potters and girls are not forced to engage in pottery. Pot making is the girls’ own choice. Both the potters and school girls provided four reasons that compel them to engage in pot making. The first reason was to get income. The term ‘shida’ or ‘dhiki’ which translates to problems or poverty was used to explain income needs. Between 95% and 100% of the respondents argued in favour of this reason. The second reason provided was ‘to pay for the basic needs’ such as education and health. The third reason was to assist their parents in two functions, pot making and income generation; and the final reason was that they engaged in pot making simply as part of their traditional function or role. Generally pots are made by the girls and women population for two reasons: as an economic necessity so as to address household income needs and also as a traditional women function.
Finally as for decision making on what they (girls) produce. i.e. who makes decision on how money accrued  from girls pottery activity should be spent, it was revealed that the potters themselves made decision on how to spend their incomes. The influence from parents was minimal, and where necessary it was the mothers who intervened. As for male parents, it was argued that it was improper in the traditional setting for the father to seek assistance from the daughter. In addition, traditionally it is expected that income obtained by female members should be spent on household domestic and other basic needs. In actual fact this confirms that female income is the basis of the family survival.
In conclusion a number of generalizations could be made from the study findings on whether commodity production in this case pot making marginalized Kisi girl. First, commodity production has a general impact across gender on education. Both girls and boys in pot producing and non pot producing areas are affected. Engaging in commodity production made both boys and girls direct their efforts toward income generation rather than schooling. Second, in the case of girls, there is positive relationship between engaging in pot production and their schooling life. Girls were able to complete primary education because income obtained from pot making enable them meet school basic needs. Those who dropped out were mostly boys. Third, engaging in commodity production has a negative impact on girls’ school performance. This was due to girls being overworked by pot making tasks. Fourth, regardless of intense concentration in pot production the girls’ priority is to continue with education rather than getting married. Fifth girls engage in pottery voluntarily as part of traditional role as well as forced by the needs of household survival and poverty. In the same context they decide on how to spend money they obtain from pots sold in the market.   

From the five conclusions above, it could therefore be summed up that the study did not find clearly the negative impact on the girls. Engaging in commodity production is advantageous to the girls and enhances women empowerment.  Though girls school performance are low and therefore their chances for selection to secondary education is low, this can however be improved by modernizing techniques of pottery production. This may help reduce labour time and raise pottery output or productivity which will enable girls and women obtain more income from pottery activity. As a result girls will be able to pay for their education and other basic needs for household livelihood.
Conclusion
This study has established first that low and declining male income among the Kisi has economically empowered the girls. There is therefore strong relationship between male unreliable, low and declining incomes from fishing and the growing girls’ economic contribution in the household. The Fisheries Division Annual Reports are informative about the low male fishing incomes and at the same time there is adequate evidence about the girls’ economic contribution from pottery and petty business.
Second commodification of pots has stimulated gender and age specific roles as well as decision making in the households. Economic and survival problems have made decision making broad and a diversified process. It is a complex negotiated individualistic, paternalistic and collective process. Conjectural conditions and processes indicate that female dominated pottery and petty business trading activities play a major commanding role in the Kisi household, however a number of other intervening historical and social factors play an important role in the shaping of social relationships and power relations. On the other hand though women income is reliable and solves most of the household needs, they are small that spreads throughout the year. Men’s income from fishing is bigger though unreliable and seasonal. Their income is obtained once or twice a year. For this reason households have developed internal well knit interdependencies that bind together men and women in searching incomes for survival. Women’s daily and weekly income help household subsistence needs, and men income are for the little investment resources. Clearly a poor family household survives through integrative efforts of all: husband and wife, parents and children, boys and girls, family and the related kins in the household.
For this reason, and in the context of challenges for economic development and economic entrepreneurship in Tanzania, the study recommends that:
· One, rural Tanzania is undergoing serious and significant transformation brought about by consolidation of liberalization and commodity production. Studies seeking to capture this process are timely and should be encouraged. In particular studies and measures which seek to help the rural poor children advance in education endeavor and reduce childhood workload should be invited.

· Two, economic entrepreneurship should be internalized rather than being imported. This can be done through re-inventing and reengineering the school curriculum by integrating community based productive skills and economic activities in school syllabus. Syllabuses should be diversified so that activities such as pot making and marketing are learnt in schools as part of education for self reliance and expected learning outcomes. This will help invent rural entrepreneurs. 
· Three, District Councils need innovative and dynamic leadership and governance. While they seek to collect revenue such as at Matema pot market, they must engage and improve the communities of producers. This require devolution of power from the government functionaries to the producers. Instead of expanding government bureaucracy efforts should be directed at improving productivity in rural community.  Part of the problem is lack of economic freedom by the producer – a legacy of the colonial state that benefits the petty bourgeoisie and state bureaucrats in the post colonial state system.
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