‘Do-it –yourself development? The (re)making of community based natural resource management.’

This paper draws on research in two Zimbabwean villages to explore the development of local institutions for water and grazing management over time.  
Central to the analysis is the concept of ‘institutional bricolage’ – the conscious and non-conscious assembly of new institutions both through innovation and the redeployment of existing norms and practices. Using data collected over the last two decades I investigate the tensions within processes of bricolage. I show how the improvisation of arrangements and their legitimisation through reference to ‘tradition’ are authoritative processes often dominated by the more powerful bricoleurs.
 I conclude by considering the potential and limits of institutional bricolage (particularly in times of great uncertainty and change) in securing more effective resource management and in contributing to equitable local development.    

