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Abstract

Due to poverty due to poor subsistence economy, the people in rural Tanzania live by making delicate choices between household survival and their children education. Children, in particular girls are the most affected in this regard. Girls are key in household survival. They are therefore overworked, overburdened, and are sometime forced to drop out of school or compromise their performance and are sometime forced into early marriage.  This practice is widely condemned as 'child abuse' and denial of 'education right' for the girl child. For this reason the rural poor communities are described as irrational, and socially biased against the girl child. But do the poor households have choices to make? Are the parents so irrational and illogical to girl child education? This article examines girls’ participation in commodity production and its influence on household survival and girls' education. The article is based on a study on pottery production among Kisi households in South West Tanzania.  It shows the importance of participation in commodity production in particular the production of pots by girls as an important factor for the survival of Kisi society. The article demonstrates further that age is as well an essential factor in household survival strategy. It points out that the young; both male and female are the most productive ones in Ukisi. Females, the study describes are more advantaged in both pot producing and non producing areas, because they do not move away from home as is the case for men who travels away from home in search for good fishing ground. The article concludes that girls play important role to household survival, and that by so doing the delicate balance and choice for or against girl education is made. 
