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Swords of Damocles and Idealized Worlds: Exploring the Myths of Tragedy, Threats and Community in Common Property Regime Scholarship.
Torsten Rødel Berg, Lecturer, Aalborg University
This is a work in process.  I find it interesting that much scholarship on common property regimes is characterised by concepts of ‘tragedy’, ‘threats’ and ‘community'.  In the paper I try to explore the underlying assumptions behind, as wells the origins and manifestations of these pervasive notions and dominant themes in the analysis of resources that are governed as common property regimes. Why do changes from one tenure arrangement to another constitute 'tragedy'? What is it that is under 'threat' and from what? Where is the community anyway? I argue that the appeal of these concepts, across a range of academic disciplines, contributes to explaining the continuing popularity of 'the commons' among researchers and policy makers. However, at the same time, the concepts are rather fuzzy, and their implicit assumptions about the workings, the dynamics and the direction of cooperative governance and tenure arrangements are problematic, not least given a rapidly changing rural reality.
The Social Shaping of Participatory Spaces

Evidence from Community Development

in Southern Thailand and elsewhere

Mikkel Funder, Project researcher, Danish Institute for International Studies

Critical analysis of participatory community development has claimed that participatory approaches serve as a vehicle for social control and co-option by external actors. This presentation will argue that we need to take a less deterministic perspective, and pay more attention to the ways in which community members themselves manipulate or subvert participatory processes and community based institutions. Drawing mainly on a case study of community development in Southern Thailand, the presentation will discuss examples of the hybrid participatory practices and institutions that may emerge from such local dynamics. This includes mechanisms of inclusion and exclusion based on particular assemblies of social, cultural and economic capital, and which tend to favour “the middle strata” of communities. Additional illustrative examples from case studies in Tanzania and Zambia will be drawn in to provide alternative perspectives and problematize the risk of applying overly voluntaristic approaches in such studies.

“Human Development for Indigenous Peoples- a Vehicle for Social Change?”

Annette Kanstrup-Jensen, Lecturer, Aalborg University

The concept of ‘human development’ – sometimes confused with ‘human resource development’- is a concept of Western development agencies and organisations most often used to describe training courses and activities that are planned for e.g. villagers in developing countries. However, this notion is non-existent in the languages of many indigenous peoples as well as the conceptualisation of ‘human development’ is different. The strategies within the ‘human resource development’ field can be seen as a reflection of the dichotomy between an economistic and a humanistic approach. On the one hand the cultural and epistemological ethnocentrism, die-hard paradigms of the West and the neo-colonial economic world (dis)order have contributed to increased polarisation and unevenness among various cultures in the developing world. On the other hand we see an indigenous discourse that contests the supremacy of dominant paradigms, a discourse that claims to be accepted as morally legitimate, and this discourse, lead by indigenous intellectuals, demands an equal say in their own development is gaining increasing recognition. The acknowledgement of cultural heterogeneity as a counter-hegemonic reality and hence legitimisation of indigenous concept turn the development discourse towards a more humanistic approach. The re-emergence of cultural studies in sociology has revealed the extent to which culture is implicated in all human social activities, but one very central dimension that has been neglected is that of values expressed through culture. Development itself is about values: if development should promote equality it is not only a technical and economic question, but it involves political and moral decisions. The nexus of values and development is highly dependent on national ideological agendas which most often do not provide space for cultural assertion and spiritual welfare for indigenous communities.
Community Development and Social Change?
Vibeke Andersson. Associate Professor, Aalborg University

The recent political shift in Bolivia seems to aim towards an empowerment of a rhetorically anti-neoliberal and anti-globalist movement characterized by the election of MAS
-leader Evo Morales in 2005 (re-elected in 2009). There has been a resurgence of a revolutionary, anti-neoliberal movement (at least in their own discourse), left-wing president and government with focus of “taking back rights” from the establishment (former parties and elite groups, especially in the big cities). At the same time there is a policy focus on decentralization and indigenous empowerment aiming to integrate new elements of society and opening spaces for indigenous identity politics. 

The so-called ‘Pink Tide’ has been a central and at the same time much contested notion in connection with contemporary Latin American social and political change. One central argument on ‘the Pink Tide’ has been stated by Jorge Castañedas arguing that the Latin American Left can be divided in two different categories: On the one hand we have ‘pragmatic and realistic’ leftist governments which focus on development results and which separate themselves from the traditional strong anti-American sentiments characteristic for Latin American leftist parties historically. On the other hand we have leftist governments with roots in populist and nationalist movements with a somewhat aggressive rhetoric towards USA. Yet other researchers contest the notion of ‘The Pink Tide’ saying that neoliberal policies continue under so-called left governments in Latin America (Petras, 2006).

In Bolivia the ‘Pink Tide’ has been present in the election of Evo Morales. The question is, however, whether the developments in Bolivia only can be analysed with Pink Tide as point of departure. Are we only seeing a ‘backlash’ to neoliberal policies in Bolivia? One of the key arguments in this paper, is that ‘bottom-up’ processes at local level in Bolivia in coordination with international pressure for neo-liberal policies in fact created ‘space’ for a new actors and new political agendas for Bolivia’s majority of indigenous people and their organisations. These processes have thus in a way supported community development and social change

� MAS: Movimiento al Socialismo




















