Abstract: Connie Carøe Christiansen
abstract

Yemen: The politzation of women's rights?
In Yemen gender activism is currently widespread and thriving, supported by international donors and condoned by the Yemeni government. Paradoxically, this seems to go hand in hand with the Yemeni state increasingly considered a failing state, open for terrorist activity; thus the frailty of the Yemeni state is regarded as constituting a risk in the eyes of the international community. In the Yemeni government’s attempts to convince donors and other international actors that it is confronting terrorism with sufficient means it may at the same time find opportunity to control and subdue social and political cleavages in the country. Rather than extending rights and opportunities to all citizens, the government may jeopardize citizenship rights, such as political rights. 

These circumstances – gender activism in a nation state under pressure from several sides - prompt the question of what possibilities and limitations is gender activism in Yemen currently facing.   
The analysis will be directed at identifying the inter-linkages between gender activism, state building and citizenship, from the perspective of social movement-theory.


Empirical approaches:

-         A mapping of gender activism in Yemen  and of how gender activism in Yemen links with women’s activism elsewhere in the Middle East, in Europe and in the United States.  This mapping will constitute the backdrop for more focused analysis of the following cases: The course of events, arguments and methods applied during the campaign and lobbyism concerning ‘Early marriages’and the building of a master programme in gender and development at Sanaa University. The current project of developing a master programme is launching the first education which explicitly focus on gender at this university and may still be regarded as controversial, but it also enjoys the support from the university and other political authorities.
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